
 BROMESWELL PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES (17/05)
Monday 8 May 2017 
Meeting commenced at 8.20pm
1.
Attendance & Apologies
Parish councillors attending:   Richard Cranmer (RCr)(Chair), Roger Stewart (RS) (Treasurer), Tim Johnson (TJ), Verity Brown (VB), Ian Abbott (IA), Tim Scott-Douglas (TSD), 
Clerk:
                                      Rob Cutts (RCu), 
Guests:
   Jim Bidwell (JB) (SCDC Councillor)                       
Apologies: 
Rory Burrow (RB), Andrew Reid (AR) (Suffolk County Councillor)
Parishioners:                              Mrs S Hall, Ms P Stannard, Mr G Pettitt
2.
Declarations of Interest

RCr reminded PC that he had submitted a planning application on his house and would therefore not take part in any discussion on that application.
3.
Approval of minutes of meeting dated 27 March 2017
These minutes were approved by the council and signed by the Chairman.
4.
Matters Arising from minutes of meeting dated 27 March 2017
RS advised that he was working with Barclays to get TJ authorised as mandate holder for PC account to replace Derek Villiers. Has supplied all that Barclays have asked for and now awaiting there confirmation that change has taken place.
IA advised that he had received no reply from SCC Highways to his enquiry about trialling a 20mph speed limit in the centre of the village.

RCr advised that both planning applications for Hill House on Common Lane had been refused by SCDC in line with PC recommendations. 

RCr advised that the fence posts to replace the rotten ones on west boundary of village hall (for which the PC currently remains responsible) have been ordered from Swanns Nursery.

5.
Report from Suffolk County Council – Andrew Reid

A written report was previously circulated by the Clerk and was covered in the Annual Parish Meeting earlier in the evening. 
6.
Report from Suffolk Coastal District Council – Jim Bidwell

Cllr Bidwell gave a verbal report earlier in the evening at the Annual Parish Meeting.
7.
Parish Plan & Village Matters
Vineyard Site -  There has been no further contact either from c-Zero Homes or the landowners regarding development on this site. The item will be dropped from future agendas unless there are further developments.
Parish Plan -  This had been circulated to councillors and was approved. Clerk to arrange for printing together with covering letter so that this can be delivered to all homes and businesses in the village.
Emergency Plan – TJ advised that he has been in contact with Keith-Fawkner-Simpson to arrange a meeting to discuss next steps. 
Dog Waste Bin – an order for an additional bin has been placed with SCDC.
Footpaths – The position regarding the restricted access to the network of paths on the open access area behind the church is unchanged. The Clerk will again follow up this issue with Suffolk County Council.
Village Hall  –  The PC has appointed SCC Legal Services as the most cost effective way to get legal advice on the drafting of the new lease to the Village Hall Committee(VHC). Their advice is that the VHC should become an incorporated body to avoid personal liability for committee members. This will be considered by VHC. Financial concerns raised about VHC potentially inadvertently committing PC as lessor to any future expenditure commitments will be avoided by ensuring that the PC needs to get PC consent before entering into substantial contracts. It was felt that this arrangement would be welcomed by all on both PC & VHC. SCC Legal Services have also recommended a break clause be inserted (although suggest that this should not be too early in the lease or too frequent). Likely cost of £375 for the legal advice was seen as very reasonable.
Village Communications – Concern has been expressed by a resident that minutes etc are not readily available on either the Village Hall or Parish Council websites. It was agreed that this would be an agenda item for the next meeting. The Clerk expressed his apologies for this situation.
8.
Finance Matters
A full report on the PC finances was given by the Treasurer in the Annual Parish Meeting and PC AGM earlier in the evening.

Reserves currently stand at £11081.91. A donation of £30 to the Disability Advice Service based in Woodbridge which helps residents in our area with advice on benefits and support was approved by the council.

The Annual Return had been prepared by the Treasurer and was approved by the Council and signed by the Chair and Clerk. Treasurer to submit Return and supporting papers to Heelis & Co for internal audit.

9.
Planning Matters
Hill House, Common Lane – SCDC has refused the two applications on this site as not being appropriate for the Conservation and not in line with SCDC Local Plan.
Woodbridge Golf Club – application for new canopy permitted.

Oak Fen, School Lane – non material change has been refused by SCDC.

Lavender House, Common Lane – application for rear extension supported by PC. Decision pending from SCDC.

Kingston, Orford Road – application for extension supported by PC. Decision pending from SCDC. There was no discussion of this item.

Enforcement Proceedings –  Clerk had raised issues regarding occupation of Summer Lane Barn and a lodge at Bromeswell Corner with SCDC. Awaiting response. It was thought that Summer Lane Barn is again empty.
10.
Highways Matters
Speedwatch – Clerk to place article in Warbler seeking new volunteers and village co-ordinator.
Vehicle Activated Signs for Orford Road – Clerk to be in contact with contractor to confirm siting of posts as first step.

Grit Bins – New bins for Summer Lane and Church Close have been received.

School Lane Sign – Has been requested from SCDC.

11.
Consultations
No active consultations.
12. 
Chairman’s Report
Following circulation of costs by email the Chairman confirmed that he had placed an order for these.
13.
Clerk’s Report
The Clerk had previously updated the Council on crime figures for the year at the Annual Parish Meeting earlier in the evening.
The Clerk had still had no response to efforts to recruit a replacement Clerk. He will seek to place an advert through SALC.

14.
Any Other Business
A village resident raised the visible prominence of the new green metal fence to the north of the village hall. The PC advised that this fence had been chosen by the VHC (who will become responsible for its maintenance under the new lease). Any planting to reduce the impact will need to be done by the VHC.
15.
Date of next meeting

The next meeting will take place at the Village Hall Committee Room at 7.30pm on Monday 24 July  2017. 

