
BROMESWELL PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
MINUTES
Monday 9 May 2016 at 7.30pm

1.
Attendance

Parish councillors attending:   Richard Cranmer (Chairman) (RCr),  Roger Stewart (RS),  Tim Scott-Douglas (TSD); Tim Johnson (TJ), Verity Brown (VB), Ian Abbott (IA)
Clerk:
                                      Rob Cutts (RCu)

Guests:
Mr Jim Bidwell (SCDC District Councillor), Robert Scrimgeour (RS)(SCDC Conservation & Heritage Officer)
Apologies:                                 Rory Burrow (RB), Andrew Reid (AR)-Suffolk County Councillor, PC Karen Clabburn (KB) – Suffolk Police
Parishioners:                             Margaret Plummer, Pat Stannard, Sylvia Hall
2.
Chairman’s Introduction
The Chairman welcomed those present and explained that this was an annual meeting which the parish was required to have and that non-parish councillors would be able to contribute to the meeting. It would be followed by the Parish Council Annual General Meeting and then by the usual bi-monthly Parish Council meeting. It was agreed to alter the order of the agenda to allow guests to leave once they had reported.

3.
Conservation Area Feedback – Robert Scrimgeour

RS provided feedback on the SCDC consultation for the proposed Bromeswell Conservation Area (BCA). Consultation took place in February. 29 responses from those outside the BCA of which 24 in favour, 4 against & 1 mixed response. 8 responses from inside the BCA of which 7 in favour, 0 against & 1 mixed response. A total of 37 responses from 128 households was seen to be a good level of response. Some people expressed concerns that the BCA was not large enough. RS confirmed that the positive outcome of the consultation gave him a mandate to put the proposal forward for approval by the council. It may be possible, in the future, to seek an expansion of the area covered by the BCA. Next step is for PC to discuss and confirm to RS whether it still wishes to proceed with the proposal as it stands or whether it wishes to reconsider the area covered. Intention is to take to cabinet for approval in July.
It was agreed that Parish Councillors would consider outcome of consultation, reflect on area covered and advise VB by 16 May. She would co-ordinate comments and formulate response from PC to RS based upon those comments. RS would notify all households of outcome of consultation and next steps.

PC thanked RS for his work in helping to get the BCA to this point.

4.
Report from Suffolk Police
No crimes had been reported in Bromeswell since the last meeting in March. Councillors and parishioners were reminded that they were welcome to attend the local neighbourhood team priority setting meetings. Tim Passmore re-elected as Police & Crime Commissioner.
5.
Report of Andrew Reid, Suffolk County Councillor

A written report had previously been circulated. 
6.
Report of Jim Bidwell, SCDC Councillor

SCDC investigating imposing fines/penalty charges on rogue letting agents. Plans for a link with Norfolk to take advantage of governments devolution agenda were still being discussed but it is clear that following withdrawal of Cambs from process, Norfolk are now not so keen on process.
Woodbridge Library has new SCDC Customer Service facility.

Sale of old SCDC offices at Melton Hill to Active Urban Property Group has completed. Initial view of their proposed scheme is positive with public access. However along way to go until formal planning consent confirms details.

JB confirmed he was happy to contribute towards costs of VAS in Bromeswell.

7.
Approval of Annual Parish Meeting minutes dated 18 May 2015
The minutes were approved by the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

8.
Matters arising from those minutes

There were no matters arising.
9.
Clerks Report – Rob Cutts
Policing  - 8 reported crimes in Bromeswell (16 in 2014/15, 14 in 2013/14)

Meetings - 6 meetings during  May 2015-May 2016 

Planning - 12 applications on which PC asked to submit observations. 9 supported, 1 objections (overruled by SCDC decision)

Parish Plan - Progress on Conservation Area – see above
Clerk - Attended various meetings (eg.police priorities, SALC) to represent PC. Village consultations on Conservation Area. Reports & news items for Warbler. Significant levels of administration.

10.
Treasurers Report – Roger Stewart
End of year balance was £10812.84 (increase from £10462.63) despite lower receipts than previous year. This was due to reduced expenditure after stripping out exceptional items such as boules piste and VAT recovery. Detailed expenditure available on request. Principle expenditure continues to be Clerks wages and PAYE at £1800 pa which has been unchanged since the existing clerk took office.

£800 contingency for works devolved from SCDC not used therefore under budget expenditure.

Fixed assets remain the same represented by village hall & land, Bromeswell Common nature reserve, bus shelter & grit boxes.

Annual “running cost” of PC is consistently c£3600pa compared to precept of £4500 meaning rising reserves. However, a sum of £3000 has been allocated to acquiring Vehicle Activated Signs and it is intended to consider support for village hall improvement works as necessary. There continues to be a concern at the need for legal costs to deal with planning issues.Reserves are therefore seen to be high but not unreasonably so compared to intended expenditure and reasonable contingency planning.
11.
Chairman’s Report – Richard Cranmer & Questions from the Floor
The Chairman thanked his fellow councillors for giving up there time throughout the year. 
The issue of potholes was raised by a village resident. The PC continues to work with SCC Highways to ensure that these are dealt with in a timely fashion. Residents were reminded that they can use the online reporting tool on the SCC pages of the SCC website to report highways issues.

The question of a seat at the village hall in memory of a previous PC Chairman will be discussed at the next meeting.

12.
Report from the Village Hall Committee – Roger Stewart
Facilities continue to improved. Windows replaced and fire doors being replaced. Since 2012 over £13000 spent on capital projects at the hall. Next intended expenditure is for replacing cladding but this will require grant assistance.

Income up by over 30% on previous year. Policy remains to keep charges low to encourage use. Investigating hire for private parties but cautious due to possible nuisance implications.

13.
Report from Suffolk Wildlife Trust  re Bromeswell Green Nature Reserve
There was no report from SWT.
14.
Any Other Business
There were no items of other business.
15.
Date of next meeting
The next Annual Parish Meeting would be in May 2017 at a date and time to be advertised.

